
A c c e s s o r i e s

Fire Pit 

Afire pit creates a unique space for enjoying fun and safe
recreational fires. When determining a location for a fire pit,

choose a spot where the ground is relatively flat and even, and at
least 25 ft. from your home, garage, shed, or any other fixed,
combustible structures in your yard. It is also important that a
garden hose or other extinguishing device be accessible at the
location.

In this project, two courses of 6" manhole block are used to
create a fire pit with a 26" interior diameter, ideal for backyard
settings within city limits. Manhole blocks are designed specifi-
cally to create rounded tunnels and walls and can be purchased
from most concrete block manufacturers. 

Three 3⁄4" gaps have been factored into this design to act as air
vents, allowing the natural airflow to stoke the fire. This layout
makes the circumference of the second course roughly 1⁄2" small-
er than the first. A slightly thicker layer of surface-bonding
cement is added to the top course to make up the difference. 

Surface-bonding cement starts out as a white paste and can 
be tinted to match or complement any color of capstone. The 
8 × 16" landscape pavers used here are cut at angles to allow ten
pieces to fit around the rim of the fire pit (see illustration on
page 473). Pages 52 to 55 contain basic techniques for cutting
and building with brick. 

There are usually heavy restrictions for pit fires within city lim-
its, regarding pit size, seasonal burning, waste burning, and
more. Many municipalities also require that you purchase a
recreational burning permit issued by an inspector from the fire
department. Check with your local building department for
restrictions specific to your area. 

When not in use or during winter months, you may want to
cover the top of the fire pit to prevent damage that may occur in
inclement weather. 


